
Our Big and Little Award recipients 

have been selected for 2010. One of 

our recipients, Ralph Levy has been a 

Big Brother since 2003 and has been 

matched 5 times. Currently he is 

matched with siblings Michael and 

Steven. His tremendous commitment 

and dedication to all his Littles, and 

the program, is evident by his active   

involvement in every Agency        

organized event. We spoke with him 

to learn more about his special     

relationship with BBBST and his     

Littles. 

Why did you become a Big Brother? 

When I was 7 years old, my father 

became gravely ill, and had minimal 

contact with me until he passed away 

10 years later. During the difficult 

growing years, a series of mentors 

provided much of the guidance     

necessary for my healthy growth. In 

honor of these mentors I wish to give 

back to the community part of what 

they gave to me. 

Why did you choose our  Original  

One-to-One program? 

When I give I like to give part of   

myself. It best suits my personality. 

Ever since I was a teenager I have 

participated in programs that        

emphasized direct contact with the 

recipients of my volunteering        

activities. The interaction, the hands 

on experience and being able to see 

the results are the most rewarding 

parts of helping others.  

What is a highlight from your time as a 

Big Brother? 

The highlight of my time as a Big 

Brother is to watch the Littles grow 

and blossom. The everyday          

interaction is simply what makes our 

relationship special. Knowing we are 

there for each other on a consistent 

basis is the most important highlight.  

What are you and your Little Brothers 

looking forward to the most this coming 

year? 

We are looking forward to building a 

tree house without the tree; but most 

of all, to spending our time doing  

activities that we all enjoy. 

What have you learned as a Big 

Brother? 

Every child needs both parents, but in 

the absence of one, a few hours of 

mentoring, on a consistent basis, can 

make all the difference in his/her life.  

It is important to be a positive role 

model that the Little can look up to 

and internalize. 
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Presidentõs Message 
Dear Friends, 

April is National Volunteer 

Month. I was fascinated to 

learn that in Canada alone 

there are over 12.5 million 

volunteers who commit 2.1 

billion hours to volunteerism 

each year. That translates 

into 1.1 million full time jobs in this 

country! I am privileged to have met 

so many of you who volunteer your 

time in many different ways across Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters. You spend 

time with a child in the community, in 

a school or at one of our many sites; 

you spend time assisting with our 

events; you offer your expertise on 

one of our committees and/or board 

of directors. All of you have shared 

your stories with friends, family and 

colleagues and our volunteer numbers 

have grown.  Look around you and 

you will see someone who volunteers 

and in many instances you will find a       

connection to Big Brothers and Big 

Sisters.   

I had the opportunity to meet a   

number of individuals this past week 

who were involved with our agency in 

a leadership capacity, including      

organizing our first gala fundraiser 40 

years ago. Their passion and        

commitment was evident as 

they reconnected and shared their 

stories.  They had a vision, one which 

we continue to live, as we strive to 

ensure that every child who needs a 

mentor has a mentor.   

At this time I would like to           

congratulate this yearõs recipients of 

the Big and Little Awards to be    

presented at Big Night Out. Thank 

you to everyone who sent in        

submissions this year. They were all 

exceptional and spoke to the success 

of our matches. You are our        

inspiration! 

On behalf of the all of our children, 

families and staff - thank you to all our 

volunteers!   

Until next time, 

Cathy 

Between Friends 

Big Brother Ralph Levy Little Brothers Michael and Steven  



New Programs 

Join us on Saturday, June 12th  at  Wilkinson Junior Public School, 53 Donlands Avenue, 

(the Danforth), for our annual Scotiabank Celebration of Friendship Picnic .  

Dress as your favourite music star for your photo op, create your own music CD with Poprocks, 

and display your vocal talents as we search out our Scotiabank òBig Idoló! You can also enjoy 

clowns and face painting, dancing or just chill to some terrific music!  

 

Donõt forget to bring your appetite!  

To RSVP, email bigandlittleevents@bbbst.com  with:   

 

Go Girls! to provide girls in Grades     

6 ð 8 with a program in which they 

can fun while learning about how 

to make healthy choices that will 

have a positive impact on their 

lives. Both the JCF and BBBST    

Go Girls! share the goal of helping 

young women develop an       

appreciation of the benefits of an 

active healthy lifestyle. Balanced 

snacks, physical activity, program 

guests and activities to increase 

self-awareness/esteem are built 

into each Go Girls! session. 

We know that the positive impact 

on health and wellness, and     

belonging and leadership the girls 

receive from participation in the 

Go Girls! Healthy Bodies Healthy 

Minds program will result in young 

women better equipped to make 

good choices, be assertive and find 

their voice. BBBST thanks the  

Toronto Blue Jays and the Jays 

Care Foundation for supporting 

our youth and this program. 

 

 

The Toronto Blue Jays Jays Care 

Foundation (JCF) has teamed up 

with BBBST to support Go Girls! 

Healthy Bodies Healthy Minds.   

Since 1992, JCF has been        

empowering children and youth in 

need, inspiring them to make   

positive choices and helping them 

realize their dreams by providing 

access to programs that support 

physical activity, education, and  

life-skill development! 

The JCF investment allows         

Scotiabank Celebration of Friendship Picnic! 

New College 

BBBST is now on Facebook and Twitter! Check out www.bbbst..com and follow the links. 
  

The laughter could be heard throughout 

the University of Torontoõs Wilson Hall  

as the 33 Big Brothers and Big Sisters and 

their matches who participated in the 

New College Program celebrated their 

Year End Gala on March 26th.  

Students from grade 9 to Grade 12 were 

matched with U of T students, and     

participated in several events throughout 

the school year. Campus Life Jeopardy, the 

Amazing Race around St. George Campus, 

seminars on applying to OSAP and     

creating a University Budget were just 

some of the events Bigs and Littles     

participated in together.  

Bigs also had the opportunity to         

participate in a special seminar focusing  

on creating a professional portfolio. 

The positive feedback weõve received 

from the Bigs and Littles will certainly 

allow us to improve our program for next 

year. Thanks go to the staff at the Student 

Life Department and the faculty at New 

College for their help in making this   

program bigger and better. Thanks also  

to the Bigs and Littles involved in the      

program; without them there wouldnõt be 

a program! Good luck to all the graduating 

Littles. Hopefully the information and skills 

they have gained at New College will help 

them as they begin their own university 

careers. 

Jays Care Foundation & Go Girls! 

 

1) Bigõs Name                        2) Littleõs Name            3) Program                                                   4) Program/Match Support Coordinator 

mailto:bigandlittleevents@bbbst.com?subject=Friendship%20Picnic
http://www.facebook.com/BigBrothersBigSistersToronto
http://www.twitter.com/BBBSToronto


Interested in becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister in the In School or Group Mentorship programs?  Know someone who might be 

interested?  Visit www.bbbst.com and register today!  Visit www.bbbst.com and register today! 

Presenting our 2010 Big Brothers and Big Sisters Appreciation Award Recipients 

National Volunteer Week April 18 - 24 

Congratulations to everyone who was nominated 

B i g  B r o t h e r s  a n d  B i g  S i s t e r s  o f  T o r o n t o  t h a n k s  a l l  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  v o l u n t e e r s  

w h o  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  t o  s u p p o r t  u s  a t  t h e  2 0 0 9 ñ2 0 1 0  R a p t o r s  F o u n d a t i o n  

5 0 / 5 0  D r a w  T i c k e t  S a l e s !  

I f  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  o r  o t h e r  f u n d r a i s i n g  e v e n t s ,  

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  s b o w i e @ b b b s t . c o m 

òRalph has been a tremendous addition to our lives. It is a 

pleasure to watch Steven and Michael flourish in sharing a 

friendship with a male role figureó 

~ Stacey, Michael and Stevenõs mother 

òPatrick is funny and makes me laugh. Patrick is the best Big 

Brother, never forget that.ó 

~ Nicholas, Little Brother 

òWhen we first met I was a little bit nervous, but then I      

realized we had a lot in common. We always talk about whatõs 

going on in school, and sometime she helps me with my   

homeworkó 

~ Jasveen, Little Sister 

òWhile Te Jada and DõAngela are 

interacting, you will frequently hear 

giggles and talking while they are 

enjoying a board game.ó  

~ Amena Khan, Te Jadaõs grade 4 

teacher 

"I think what makes him 

a good Big Brother is 

that we have been    

together a long time. He 

also knows what makes 

me happy. He knows 

what I like. He is the best 

person I have ever played 

with and heõs my best 

friend" 

~Nicholas, Little Brother 

òKristan has always been a strong positive influence with 

Karolyn when it comes to her schoolwork, life skills,     

guidance, manners and setting personal goals. ó 

~ Ray, Karolynõs father 



New Programs 

 

 

Thanks for your support! 

BBBST Toolbar and Mall 

Watch our website for opportunities to support Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto. 

On Monday, July 5th  be part of an exclusive group of 36 golfers who will       

CHALLENGE themselves to see how many holes they can golf in 12 straight hours 

at the Glencairn Golf Club, Milton . This yearõs top fundraiser  will win a Golf 

Getaway that includes two nightsõ accommodation for four at a Delta Muskoka  

Resort and two foursomes for Lake Joseph and Rocky Crest. This 27 hole course   

is reserved for you and your fellow golfers and the day includes breakfast, lunch, 

dinner, drinks and more!  

To find out more, email events@bbbst.com or call Camille at 416-925-8981        

ext. 4138. 

Are you looking for a way to help Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters without investing 

extra time or money? We have the    

answer! We're proud to share with you a 

new and exciting way you can help!         

It comes at NO COST to you and it    

generates much needed money for our 

organization!! 

 

Sound too good to be true? Well, it   

almost is, but thanks to a company called 

OurGV Rewards and their many sponsors, 

we've created the BIG BROTHERS AND 

BIG SISTERS OF TORONTO TOOLBAR 

AND MALL! 

Just a few clicks a day will generate      

revenue for BBBST and help us expand 

our mentoring programs. This Toolbar 

will not replace 

your existing toolbar.   The features on 

the Toolbar are designed to help us raise 

funds in a non-intrusive way. THERE IS 

NO COST TO YOU. There are no pop-

ups, adware, spyware or tracking and we 

also respect the user's privacy. It's easy to 

download to either Internet Explorer or 

Firefox. Just click on the link belowñ

instructions are included. 

 

If you have any questions or special support needs do not hesitate to contact OurGV Rewards at support@ourgvrewards.com.  

To install your BBBST Toolbar and Mall click this link  or visit our website for more information.  

Tim Hortons Bowl For Kids Sake 2010 
 

Thanks to the terrific efforts of 

all our  supporters, the 2010 Tim 

Hortons Bowl For Kids Sake 

fundraiser was able to raise over 

$300,000! 

The Staff at BBBST would like to 

thank everyone who bowled, 

sponsored a bowler, made a 

donation of  their time or cash to 

support the vision of providing 

every child who needs a mentor 

with a mentor. 

Nicholas Cafaro  

Cosmic Bowling Night  

Bob Charendoff (Kellyõs     

Heroes )  

Media Corporate Day  

Kachik Chaderian (CIBC)  

Bank Day  

Steve Carroll  

Cisco Day 

Kevin Mercer  

Community DayñRouge Hill  

Louise Porthouse  

Community DayñNewtonbrook   

Mark Ayles  

Community DayñBowlerama West 

  

Our Top Fundraisers of 2010  

mailto:events@bbbst.com
mailto:support@ourgvrewards.com
http://www.benefitbar.com/benefitbar/subscribe/toolbar.php?toolbarId=8525
http://www.bbbst.com/


Interested in becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister in the In School or Group Mentoring programs?  Know someone who might be 

interested?  Visit www.bbbst.com and register today!  Visit www.bbbst.com and register today! 

Thank you to MasterCard and their  

Little Fans in Big Seats program!  

120 Bigs and Littles had a great time at 

the March 21 st  

Toronto Marlies Game!  

BBBST Annual General Meeting 
Join us at our  

2010 Annual General Meeting  

 Thursday, June 17, 2010 5:30pm  

 Four Seasons Hotel Toronto 

Windows West Room, 32nd Floor 

21 Avenue Road, Toronto 

 

The following business shall be conducted 

at the Annual General Meeting:  

A) The report of the Board and the          

ratification or confirmation of such      

matters as are required to be ratified or 

confirmed by the Act or the By-laws of the 

Corporation 

B) The financial statements for the      

preceding fiscal year and the report of the 

auditor thereon 

C) The appointment of the auditor for the 

ensuing year 

D) The election of Directors in          

accordance with the provisions of this 

By-law 

E) Such other business as may be required 

MasterCard Canada donates hockey tickets from its Canadian sports sponsorships to 

its Little Fans in Big Seats program to be distributed by BBBST, giving kids the chance 

to experience the thrill of watching pro and junior hockey games from some of the 

best seats in the house.  

Since October 2009, MasterCard Canada has sent Big and Little matches to over 100 

major and minor league sports games including The Toronto Maple Leafs, Toronto 

Raptors, Toronto Marlies, Toronto Rock and the Harlem Globetrotters. 

 

Big Night Out 
 

The 40th Annual Big Night Out  gala fundraiser is Thursday, June 3 rd , 2010 at  

The Liberty Grand .  Join us for a very special evening as we  

òHonour the Past, Celebrate the Present and Embrace the Future.ó  

This yearõs VIP Reception guest speaker is Mr. Michael Nobrega, President and CEO of OMERS and our Gala Host will be          

Mr. Brian Burke, President and General Manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

To purchase tickets, email events@bbbst.com or call Camille at 416-925-8981 ext. 4138. 

mailto:events@bbbst.com


2345 Yonge Street 

Suite 501 

Toronto, Ontario  M4P 2E5 

Phone: 416-925-8981 

Fax: 416-925-4671 

Website; www.bbbst.com    

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto provides mentoring programs for children and youth between six and 18 years of 

age and currently serves 1300 children annually.   

Winter Fun with Capital One 

BBBST thanks Presenting Sponsor Capital One, Play It Again Sports, Boston Pizza, North American Produce Buyers and all our Winter  
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