
     Rachelõs appreciation re-

flects the happiness our Littles 

feel when they are supported 

by our agencyõs volunteers and 

donors.  Little gifts, such as 

the bike that Rachel received 

or the sports tickets that 

other Littles received, make a 

big difference in so many lives.   

     If you or someone you 

know would like to make a 

donation to Little Brothers 

and Little Sisters, contact 

Gillian at greiss@bbbst.com 

or  416-925-8981, ext. 4116. 

 

     Big Brothers and Big Sis-

ters of Toronto often receives 

donations of tickets and other 

gifts to pass along to our Little 

Brothers and Little Sisters.  

During 2008 our Littles 

cheered on the Raptors, Mar-

lies, Leafs, and even Buffalo 

Bills, enjoyed some live thea-

tre, and benefited from many 

games and toys.   

     A Little Sister shared the 

following about a bicycle from 

which she benefited this holi-

day season. 

 

 

     Dear Big Brothers and Big Sisters of 

Toronto and donors, 

     I would like to thank you for the bike 

you provided me with.  I was with my 

family in Havelock when I was told that I 

had a super special surprise at home.  I 

was also told that it was something I 

wanted for a while now and was going to 

love.  And they were right I do love it, but 

of course I have to wait until summer to 

actually test it out.  But one thing is for 

sure it will be put to good use.   

     I never thought that my grandmother 

could afford a bike so Iõm very happy.  I 

hope in the future me and my big sister 

will be able to go biking together.  Many 

thanks, 

 

~Rachel. 
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Presidentõs Message 
Happy New Year!  I trust 

that this message finds all of 

you well, relaxed and look-

ing forward to all the possi-

bilities that 2009 offers. 

This is a time of reflection 

on what has been and what 

shall be and it is my hope that 

you and your family found joy and 

happiness this holiday season and 

that those feelings will continue 

throughout the year.    

     We formally adopted our 

Strategic Plan in 2008 with a com-

mitment to you that it would be a 

living document.  I am pleased to 

report that we surpassed our 

goal for 2008 and reached 1452 

children served ð an increase of 

32% from 2007.  We also 

launched three new programs in 

2008: Go Girls! Healthy Bodies 

Healthy Minds; Big Bunch and 

H.E.R.O.S. (Hockey Education 

Reaching Out Society).  My 

thanks to the staff for their dedi-

cation and commitment to the 

children of Toronto and to our 

volunteers without whom none 

of this would have been possible.  

Together, we make an incredible 

team! 

     As we move into 2009 we are 

committed to a continued 

growth in service with a target 

of 1525 children served.  Our 

ability to help Torontoõs children 

is dependent on the generosity 

of all of us - no one can do it 

alone, but together we truly can 

make a difference in the life of a 

child.  I look forward to seeing 

many of you at our Bowl for 

Kids Sake events in February and 

March and our Winter Fun with 

Capital One event on February 

21st.   

 

Until then, 

 

Cathy Denyer 



New Programs 

Enjoying the Picnic this 

past summer. 

2008 Award Recipients 

 

Big Brother of the Year ð  
One-to -One Program  

Mohan / Ryan 
 
James Marshall / Eleanor Hunter 

Awards  
Darrin / Laaren  

 
Big Sister of the Year ð  

One-to -One Program  
Larissa / Tina 

 
Elaine Giffen / Little Sister Awards  

Andrea / Fallon  
 

Big Brother of the Year ð Rookie  
Mark  / Joshua 

 
Big Sister of the Year ð Rookie  

Amy / Meeko 
 

Big Brother / Big Sister of the 
Year ð Group Program  

Anita  / Fallen 
 

Big Brother / Big Sister of the 
Year ð In School Mentoring 
Program  

Melissa  / Aisha 

Big/Little Events in Review 
     Skates, clowns, and sliding 

down hill in a personalized 

soapbox:  ask the Little Broth-

ers and Little Sisters who par-

ticipated in our 2008 Big/Little 

events which is their favourite! 

     Everyone agreed that Win-

ter Fun with Capital One , 

which had over 300 attendees, 

was a great success.  Partici-

pants skated outside to keep 

themselves warm in between 

the clowns, magic, and karate 

exhibitions.  Some stayed in-

side to drink hot chocolate 

while participating in arts & 

crafts and games.  Littles were 

delighted with skates provided 

by Play it Again Sports and 

BBBST! 

     Those who enjoy the sum-

mer sun basked in the success 

of the Celebration of 

Friendship Picnic sponsored 

by Scotiabank ñ which also 

had a record breaking atten-

dance of over 300.  Ice-cream 

and hotdogs were the perfect 

summer treats after playing 

games on the grassy field at 

Bloor Collegiate.     

     Others thought that barrel-

ing down a hill was the best 

2008 experience.  Thanks to 

our Group Program volunteers 

and their support in building 

karts, we saw an increase in 

the number of Littles partici-

pating in the Soapbox Derby .  

2008 was the 42nd anniversary 

of the event, sponsored by 

Midas Canada Inc . 

     No matter which was your 

favourite activity, thereõs no 

doubt that our Little Brothers 

and Little Sisters made the 

most of 2008 at our Big/Little 

events!  

H.E.R.O.S. focuses on men-

torship through the game of 

hockey.   

     Go Girls! addresses the 

complications of being a pre-

teen girl.  The program edu-

cates girls about healthy living 

through games and activities.  

Due to its success, we are 

expanding the program to 

include students from grades 6 

to 8. 

     With these programs along 

with all our others, BBBST 

served over 1450 children in 

2008 and have a goal of reach-

ing 1525 in 2009. 

     We would never accom-

plish our goals without dedi-

cated volunteers.  The success 

of our programs depends on 

your support.  Thank you from 

everyone at BBBST! 

     2008 brought three new 

programs, which allowed us to 

serve more children in differ-

ent ways.   

     Big Bunch , H.E.R.O.S., 

and Go Girls! Healthy Bod-

ies, Health Minds provide 

unique and fun opportunities 

for kids. Big Bunch offers a 

group mentoring environment 

for kids to interact with others 

during organized outings.  

Serving More Children 

I actually have more confidence in this group because 
it really helps us girls feel better about ourselves. 
                                             -Go Girls Participant 

In Lieu of a Card 
Board member and long-time Big Sister, Andra Takacs and her husband, Bryan Davies celebrated 

their birthdays with a supper party at the Elgin & Winter Garden Theatre Centre on November 1, 

2008.  In lieu of birthday presents, guests were requested to make a donation to BBBST.  The event 

raised close to $4,000. 

Why not consider asking friends 

or relatives to make a donation in 

lieu of gifts for your next birthday 

or other special occasion?  For 

more information, please contact 

Mai at ext. 4115. 

Cathy (BBBST 

President), 

Kathleen (BBBST 

Board Chair), and 

Andra (BBBST 

Board Member 

and Birthday 

Donor) 

Bryan, Andra,  

Chantal (Andraõs 

former Little Sister),  

Lincoln Alexander 

(former Lieutenant 

Governor of  

Ontario) 

Want to nominate a Big or a Little?

Contact your caseworker for more 
information.  2009 Awards will be 

presented at our Big Night Out Gala 
on June 4. 



Winter Fun on February 21, 2009 

Looking Forward: 
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Winter Carnival 

 

Big Ski 

 

Bowl for Kids Sake 

 

Raptors 50/50 Draw 

Join Big Brothers and Big Sisters of 

Toronto for our annual  

Winter Fun with Capital One  

February 21 2009, 12 -4pm  

at Mel Lastman Square .   

     This winter while many stay 

indoors avoiding the cold and snow, 

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of To-

ronto will celebrate Winter Fun 

thanks to the generosity of Capital 

One ! 

     This yearõs event promises to be 

an exciting afternoon with indoor 

and outdoor skating, games, food 

and entertainment!  Littles can win 

box seat tickets for a Raptors 

Game at the hockey shootout, 

compete in the Talent Show, get 

creative with arts and crafts, and 

play some carnival games.   

Free Skates:  

Donõt have skates?  RSVP by Janu-

ary 28 with your and/or your Lit-

tleõs skate size to learn more about 

receiving free skates from Play it 

Again Sports and BBBST!   

 

Talent Show:  

So you think youõve got talent?  

Littles will perform 3-5 minute sets 

with the help of their Bigs to com-

pete for great prizes.  Sign up by 

emailing greiss@bbbst.com (limited 

space, so sign up early!). 

A Big thank you to: 

Capital One 

Play it Again Sports 

Tim Hortons 

Pizza Pizza 

Scholarõs Choice 

Mastercard 

The City of Toronto 

RSVP at greiss@bbbst.com: 

Bigõs Name 

Littleõs Name 

Program 

Program/Match Support 
Coordinator 

Skate Size (if skates 

needed) 

Entry into Talent Show 


