
Meet a Match 
I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Go Kart Derby 2 

JUMP Math 
2 

United Way   

Campaign 

2 

BNO Awards 
3 

Dawn to Dusk 
Invitational 

3 

Third Party Events 3 

Congratulations to 
Graduating 

Matches 

4 

Thank You 
Laurence and 
Capital One 

4 

A U G U S T  2 0 0 9  

the guitar, we ended up writing a 

song together. 

 

Q: What are you and Jaheim 

looking forward to the most 

this coming year? 

 

Finishing the trilogy we started and 

possibly writing a few more songs. 

  

Q:  What has being a Big 

Brother taught you? 

 

That children have a unique  

perspective on life that we as adults 

often tend to forget about amidst 

the rush hour traffic, our careers, 

mortgage payments and other 

various details of our lives. 

Between Friends 
Welcome Back! 

Big Brother Danny Kharazmi and Little Brother Jaheim 

Dear Friends, 

 

It’s hard to believe that summer is 

coming to an end – before we 

know it, our children will be back 

in school and schedules will 

return to normal. 

 

In May we told you that BBBST had 

to make some difficult decisions as a 

result of the economic climate.  As a 

result,160 matches were placed “on 

hold” for a period of three months.  

I am pleased to tell you that as of 

July 31st all matches have been 

successfully reassigned through a 

number of different initiatives.  I 

would like to extend my heartfelt 

thanks to the BBBST team for their 

creative efforts and hard work 

during a very challenging time for 

the organization.  

 

September is Big Brothers Big 

Sisters Month.  What better time is 

there than BBBS Month for us to 

encourage you to share a little magic 

in a child’s life.  Tell a friend, family 

member or co-worker about your 

affiliation and help make a difference 

today!  We are currently recruiting 

for our In-School Mentoring 

Program; JUMP Math; Group; Big 

Bunch and Go Girls! Healthy Bodies 

Healthy Minds.  We remain at 

capacity for our Community Based 

One-to-One Program and are not 

ready to accept applications for this 

program.   

 

We are optimistic that the economy 

is beginning to improve and we have 

to remember that out of challenging 

situations come new opportunities.  

Focus groups were conducted 

recently for our Littles aged 12 

years and older - we are making 

them part of the solution.  This is 

the beginning of our new youth 

engagement strategy – a strategy 

that we have been planning for the 

past year and one that is timely.  

From this initiative has come the 

beginning of a new program entitled 

“Bigs in Training” (BIT) for Littles 

aged 16 years of age and older. 

 

If you are looking for a fun way to 

become more involved please 

consider Bowl for Kids Sake 2010.  

We are looking to significantly grow 

our Community and Media 

Corporate Days.  This is a great 

opportunity to find 3 - 5 of your 

closest friends or colleagues, lace up 

your shoes and become a part of a 

great event.  Watch our website for 

further details this November. 

 

 

Until next time, 

 

Cathy Denyer 

perspective from our Littles.   

 

Q:  Why did you choose the In-

School Mentorship Program?  

 

I wasn't quite sure I was ready for 

the One-to-One Program, so I 

chose In-School Mentorship as a 

stepping stone.  I also liked the idea 

that we could use the school 

facilities, such as the gym, music 

room, computer lab and library. 

 

Q:  What is a highlight from 

your time together last year? 

 

Jaheim and I wrote a short story 

together, which we have decided 

will become the first of a trilogy. I 

also discovered that Jaheim has a 

passion for music, and since I play 

We had a chance to reflect with 

Danny on the past year, as he looks 

forward to his In-School Mentorship 

match with Jaheim re-starting in 

September. 

 

Q: Why did you become a Big 

Brother? 

 

I was a swimming instructor for 5 

years and I guess I've always enjoyed 

working with kids. When I graduated 

and started working, I felt that my 

life seriously lacked that playful 

outlook that you can only get from 

seeing the world from the point of 

view of a child. I understand how 

important it is to be a strong role 

model in this program, but I also 

think that there are moments where 

we as role models get some 

President’s Message 



New Programs 

United Way will be kicking off their 

2009 annual fundraising campaign 

September 15th! 
 

Celebrate Toronto’s spirit of giving 

with the campaign launch at First 

Canadian Place (100 King Street 

West, Main Floor Lobby) from 

noon to 1:30pm.  The event will be 

hosted by Bill Downe, President 

and CEO, BMO Financial Group 

and Chair of Toronto’s United Way 

Campaign for 2009.  
 

United Way helps our agency and 

other not-for-profit organizations 

make Toronto a better city and a 

stronger community. Last year they 

raised $107.5 million dollars to 

support member agencies. 
  

Check www.unitedwaytoronto.com 

for event updates and more details. 

 

Show your support during the 2009 

campaign and give generously! 

Campaigning for United Way 

Our website has a new look!  Check it out at www.bbbst.com to learn about agency events and programs! 

JUMP Math 
program by their school, are 

offered the opportunity to 

participate in this initiative.   
 

The program combines a flexible 

curriculum that suits each child’s 

needs with the supportive 

mentoring relationship that Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters of 

Toronto is known for. Students 

and volunteers meet once a week 

for one hour to work on math at 

the student’s pace.  
 

By providing an experience that is 

both fun and educational, not only 

do kids improve their math skills, 

they also gain more self-confidence 

and develop a love of learning. 
 

Anyone can be a volunteer! You 

don’t need a background in math 

to help tutor, just a little patience 

and the belief that all students can 

excel in math! To get involved, visit 

our website at www.bbbst.com. 

 

JUMP Math is working 

together with Big Brothers 

and Big Sisters of Toronto!  
 

JUMP Math provides an engaging 

tutoring program that helps 

develop children’s math skills and 

is based on the conviction that any 

child can succeed at math.  
 

The program is currently running 

in Shoreham and Rose Avenue 

Public Schools.  Students from 

Grades 3-6, referred to the 

For 42 years, Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto has helped 

Little Brothers and Little Sisters build soap box karts in order to 

compete in the annual Soap Box Derby.  Now, it’s time to kick it 

up a notch.  This year Littles ages 10 to 15 in our One-to-One and 

Group Programs will race for the gold in Go Karts at the 401 Mini-

Indy!   

 

Bigs will cheer on teams of Little Racers on September 26, 2009 

from 9am to 1pm.  The day will include breakfast and lunch so that 

the drivers have enough fuel to compete.  An awards presentation 

will follow the races. 

 

To sign up, please email events@bbbst.com or contact  

Camille Achat at 416-925-8981 Ext. 4138. 

Got to Go Kart! 

Thank you to Midas Canada – our sponsor for the past 15 years! 

Presented by 



Third Party Events 
Here is a great way to get friends, family, school, community or your workplace involved in something that can be fun and rewarding.  

 

Corporate team building days, seasonal holiday parties, golf tournaments and dinners are just some of the events individuals or groups 

can host.  All funds raised from third party events are used to support the many quality programs that benefit children and youth in our 

community.    

 

For more information on how you can host a third party event, please email events@bbbst.com or check our website. 

Interested in becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister in the In-School Mentorship Program?  Know someone who might be 

interested?  Visit www.bbbst.com and register today! 

Cameron Britt 

James Brown 

James Clare 

Claire Demers 

Chris Derksen 

Kevin Devine 

Don Durno 

Sander Grieve 

Anne Haldimand 

Martine Irman 

Simon Jennings 

Darrin Jones 

Geoffrey Kent 

Mervin Kopeck 

Dave Kupka 

Marc Lasorsa 

Kevin LeDrew 

Wesley Neichenbauer 

Barry Richards 

David Roland 

Mike Roland 

Cameron Ross 

Andrew Sherbin 

Graham Simmonds 

Robert Stabile 

Lisa Swartzman 

John Taylor 

Linda Ujihara 

Tim Wilson 

Lilly Wong 

Congratulations to the 30 golfers who 

spent 12 hours golfing at Emerald Hills 

on July 7th. Over $125,000 was raised 

through pledges and sponsorships. Many 

thanks to Paradigm Capital and Fraser 

Milner Casgrain for sponsoring this 

unique and challenging golf event. 

Dawn to Dusk 
International 

Big Sister and Little Brother of the Year 

Site Based Program 

Big Sister:  Marlene Ursabia 

Little Sister:  Alex 

Big Brother and Little Brother of the Year 

Site Based Program 

Big Brother:  Andrew Zimcik 

Little Brother:  Andrew 

Elaine Giffen / Little Sister Award 

Big Sister:  Natasha Audette 

Little Sister:  Mardi 

James Marshall / Eleanor Hunter Awards 

Big Brother:  Glenn Trotman 

Little Brothers:  Kenneth & Kevin  

Presented by 

Congratulations! 

The 39th Annual Big Night Out Gala on June 4th at the Liberty Grand was a great 

success, raising over $225,000.  Over 500 people celebrated with our Big Brother and 

Big Sister of the Year award recipients and guests were able to experience firsthand the 

impact and value of our programs.  

Big Sister and Little Sister of the Year 

Community Based Program 

Big Sister:  Trish Barbato 

Little Sister:  Caitlin 

Big Brother and Little Brother of the Year 

Community Based Program 

Big Brother:  Robert Kligman 

Little Brother:  Kamran 

BNO Award Winners 

mailto:events@bbbst.com


2345 Yonge Street 

Suite 501 

Toronto, Ontario  M4P 2E5 

Phone: 416-925-8981 

Fax: 416-925-4671 

Website: www.bbbst.com    

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto supports mentoring programs for children and youth between six and 18 years of 

age and currently serves over 1400 children annually.   

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of 

Toronto would like to extend our 

sincere thanks to Big Sister Laurence 

Renaut for her time, compassion and 

commitment to our agency. 

   

Not only is Laurence offering her 

invaluable time to become a caring 

mentor for the children and youth of 

Toronto, but she has also recently 

participated in a workplace contest 

through her employer, Capital One. 

Through this contest Capital One made a 

donation to BBBST. We would like to 

thank Capital One for their continued 

generosity! Capital One also sponsors 

our annual Winter Carnival every 

February. 

 

Laurence first became involved with Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto over 

a year ago. Her passion to participate 

started when she recognized that she 

wanted to volunteer in her community 

firsthand. Laurence became a Big Sister 

because she wanted to see the difference 

she could make in a child’s life. Her 

compassion and commitment to Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto is  

greatly appreciated. 

 

Without the wonderful support and 

dedication of volunteers like Laurence or 

companies such as Capital One, our 

programs would not be as successful. 

 

Volunteer your time now and get your 

company involved in supporting Big 

Brothers and Big Sisters of Toronto! 

Amy Snyder 

Aleisha 

 

Ben Figuiredo 

Jeremiah 

 

Brett Simms 

Alexander 

 

Chris Lobo 

Karmeron 

 

Colin Low-Ring 

Brady 

 

Cory McEachern 

Jake 

 

Dan Buffery 

Daniel 

Michael Dabrowski  

Kiel 

 

Nick Koutsoukis  

Stefano 

 

Peter Bottoni  

Jordan 

 

Peter Lukacko 

Cody 

 

Priscillia Akyea 

Desirae 

 

Rejean Beaudin  

Gabriel 

 

Rodney Osinga 

Kieran 

We would like to congratulate all of our graduating matches on their success! We hope your friendships will continue to grow!  

Keep in touch and share your stories by joining our Big Brothers and Big Sisters Alumni Group at www.bbbsalumni.ca. 

Congratulations to Our Graduating Matches! 

Ian McWilliam 

Klim 

 

Jai Bedi 

Merrick 

 

Jan Haskings-Winner  

Mistery-Beth 

 

Jethro Bushenbaum 

Michael 

 

Jill Noble 

Rebecca 

 

Louis Katsis 

Matthew 

 

Mark Lui  

Jason 

Daniel McLarney 

Trevel 

 

Denise Lea 

Monique 

 

Dennis Chua 

Calvin 

 

Glen Trotman 

Kevin 

 

Gregor Campbell  

Felipe 

 

Hoda Paripoush 

Nika 

 

Howard Satov 

Llevi 

Roman Grigoriev  

David 

 

Rosee Mandla  

Collene 

 

Sacha Kennedy 

Kyrsten 

 

Sean Bracken  

Russel 

 

Steven Moffat  

Ben 

 

Tobie Mathews  

Krystal 

 

Yvonne Gettins  

Morgan 

Thank You Laurence and Capital One! 


